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Auditorium Theatre 2023-24 Season 

 Arpino Chicago Centennial Celebration 
FINAL REPORT 

 
The Arpino Chicago Centennial Celebration was made possible through the generosity of the 
following: Our Centennial Sponsor, Alphawood Foundation Chicago; our Company 
Sponsors: Alex Ewing Trust, Barbara Levy Kipper, and Helen Hall Melchior; and 
Executive Producers: Mary Jo Basler, Marsha and Phil Dowd, Patti Eylar and Charlie 
Gardner, and Anne and Keith Moffat. The Auditorium Theatre would also like to thank our 
Global and Chicago Dance Series Sponsor, The Florian Fund, and our 2023-24 season 
sponsors: the MacArthur Foundation, City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs & 
Special Events, and the Illinois Arts Council Agency. The official hotel partner is the 
Palmer House, a Hilton Hotel. 
 

• 1,698 tickets were sold to the public performance of Arpino Chicago Centennial 
Celebration on Saturday, September 23, 2023. This program included 
performances by American Ballet Theatre, Ballet West, The Joffrey Ballet, Oklahoma City 
Ballet, and San Francisco Ballet. 
 

• 1,542 tickets were sold to the public performance of Arpino Chicago Centennial 
Celebration on Sunday, September 24, 2023. This program included performances 
by Ballet West, Complexions Contemporary Ballet, Eugene Ballet, The Joffrey Ballet, and 
San Francisco Ballet. 
 

• 300 people attended the Centennial Opening Party with Joffrey Alumni at Joffrey 
Tower on Friday, September 22, 2023. 
 

• 200 Joffrey alumni and spouses participated in the Alumni Reunion on Saturday, 
September 23, 2023 which included an Alumni Company Class with Joffrey alumnus, 
Glenn Edgerton; Repertory Showcase, featuring six performances by student companies 
and small Midwest regional companies; a Panel Discussion, about the Arpino Legacy: 
Past, Present, and Future; a presentation about Robert Joffrey’s teaching Methodology, 
and a screening of Joffrey: Mavericks of American Dance. 
 

• 150 Joffrey alumni joined each other for brunch on Sunday, September 24, 2023 at 
the Palmer House, a Hilton Hotel. 

 
• There were over 150 alumni who participated throughout the weekend.  

Spanning years from 1969 to 2019.  Alumni traveled from all over the world, some as far 
as Tokyo, Japan, South American and Europe.   

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Page | 2 
 

 Auditorium Theatre | 50 E Ida B Wells Dr at Roosevelt University | Chicago, IL 60605  | 312.341.2300 | AuditoriumTheatre.org 

• Over 150 sponsors, artists, and guests attended the post-show receptions and 
champagne toasts in the Gage Gallery to celebrate the wonderful weekend celebration 
and the ongoing legacy of Mr. Gerald Arpino. 

 
• 105 tickets were offered to community members through the ADMIT ONE program. 

ADMIT ONE is the Auditorium’s performing arts access program, which eliminates 
barriers to attending arts events at the Auditorium by offering tickets, transportation, 
hospitality, and workshops at no-cost to Chicago community groups. 

 
• 3 community groups were ADMIT ONE partners for Arpino Chicago Centennial 

Celebration: 

 
 

Performance Sponsorship Benefits and Recognition: 
 
PRESS ARTICLES 
 

Chicago Tribune 
• 9/25 (9/24 online) Chicago Centennial review and photos 
• 9/8 Chicago Centennial mention in The Theater Loop column introducing Fall Preview 
• 9/10 (9/5 online) Chicago Centennial blurb in Fall Dance Preview 

o Previewed in Eat.Watch.Do. email 9/7 
o Previewed in stand-alone email 9/7 

• 5/14/23 (5/2) Chicago Centennial blurb in A&E 
• 4/5/22 Announcement article and photos 

Chicago Sun-Times 
• 9/22 (9/21 online) Chicago Centennial major feature and photos 
• 9/20 Chicago Centennial blurb and photo in The Mix 

o Previewed in Sun-Times Entertainment/The Mix email 9/22 
o Previewed in Sun-Times Entertainment email 9/21 
o Picked up by 122ru.net, jaunenglish.com 

New York Times 
• 9/4 Chicago Centennial blurb in fall dance preview 

o Picked up by thelocalreport.in, dnyuz.com, newssniffer.co.uk 

Organization Population 
Served Organizational Mission # of Tickets 

Grace House Englewood, 
Avondale 

Helping women who are justice system 
impacted re-engage back into society. 30 

Chicago Ballet Arts Evanston 
Chicago Ballet Arts’ mission is to 

provide equitable access and 
opportunity to high-quality ballet 

training to all with the desire to learn. 
50 

Chicago Help 
Initiative River North 

CHI is dedicated to connecting their 
guests to the resources and social 
services they need to improve the 

quality of their lives. 

25 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/theater/reviews/ct-ent-arpino-centennial-chicago-dance-review-20230924-x7rlyapa4fcttdp5cvpuv2vh3u-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/theater/ct-ent-introducing-chicago-arts-fall-2023-20230908-q2ho7trdvjcmtd4ek5vthcnvjq-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/theater/ct-ent-dance-picks-fall-2023-chicago-20230905-5xxkrxdfsjfyffbtflzjbwqeza-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/theater/ct-ent-auditorium-theatre-2023-2024-season-20230502-noz6tbio2vgdzn6fnpkqxjmv3m-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/theater/ct-ent-joffrey-ballet-arpino-celebration-20220405-zjhnnk2qxfcproywvtmtwb7nna-story.html
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2023/9/21/23884435/gerald-arpino-centennial-chicago-auditorium-theatre-dance
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2023/9/20/23879882/things-to-do-in-chicago-sept-21-27-the-mix-flying-dutchman-world-music-festival-chicago
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/04/arts/dance-ballet-fall.html
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Daily Herald 
• 9/21 Chicago Centennial blurb and photo in Best Bets 

o Picked up by globelnewsflash.com 
Chicago Reader 

• 9/21 Chicago Centennial blurb in fall preview 
o Picked up by wdcnews6.com 

Crain’s Chicago Business 
• 9/18 Chicago Centennial blurb and photo in fall recommended events 

o Previewed with Joffrey photo in Crain’s Top 10 daily email 9/18 
• 8/29 Arpino preview in Daily Gist podcast 
• 12/9 Chicago Centennial blurb in 2023 Big Dates 

Times of Northwest Indiana 
• 9/23 Chicago Centennial preview and photo 

Newcity 
• September (9/7 online) Fall preview feature and photos 

o Previewed in Newcity Today 9/7 
o Previewed in Newcity Stage Letter 9/13, 9/20 

• September (8/30) Chicago Centennial blurb in Dance Top 5 
o Previewed in Newcity Today 8/30 
o Previewed in Newcity Stage Letter 8/30, 9/6, 9/13 

• 6/15 Chicago Centennial blurb and link in Today in the Culture column 
o Previewed in Newcity Today email 6/15 

• 1/18 Chicago Centennial blurb and link in Today in the Culture column 
o Previewed in Newcity Today email 1/18 

• 4/5 Announcement blurb in Today in the Culture column 
o Previewed in Newcity Today email 4/5 

Chicago magazine 
• 9/21 Chicago Centennial blurb and photo in weekly Chicago Guide email 
• September (8/24) Chicago Centennial blurb and photo in GO column 

CS (Modern Luxury) 
• September Chicago Centennial blurb and photo in The Hot List 
• March Chicago Centennial blurb in Annual Galas and Events 

Classic Chicago Magazine 
• 9/17 Chicago Centennial feature and photos 
• June and on Chicago Centennial blurb in Datebook 

Dance Magazine 
• September Centennial feature and photos 

o Picked up by The Dance Edit daily email 8/29 
o Posted on Pointe Magazine’s website 8/29 
o Previewed in Dance Magazine email 9/3 

Ballet Herald 
• 8/10 Chicago Centennial article and photos 

Dance International 
• 9/9 Chicago Centennial article and photos 

o Previewed in Arts Air blog 9/9 

https://www.dailyherald.com/entlife/20230921/best-bets-free-mavis-staples-show-dinos-in-downtown-wheaton-flying-dutchman-at-lyric
https://chicagoreader.com/arts-culture/season-of-plenty/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/arts-entertainment/what-to-do-in-chicago-this-fall
https://link.chicagobusiness.com/view/5f4c326cc90d524d847149bcjhraf.1bdt/1def55a8
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/crains-daily-gist/hamilton-returns-chicago
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/crains-content-studio/2023-big-dates
https://www.nwitimes.com/life-entertainment/arpino-chicago-centennial-celebration-presented-at-auditorium-theatre/article_d9b7a142-5a22-11ee-8d8e-5739da437b45.html
https://www.newcitystage.com/2023/09/07/jerry-and-mr-joffrey-a-centennial-celebration-of-gerald-arpino-co-founder-and-architect-of-the-dancers-of-one-of-americas-premier-ballet-companies/
https://mailchi.mp/168d3b844f03/architect-of-the-dancers-michael-shannons-directorial-debut-at-ciff-jackalope-lands-at-loyola-park?e=667ba12124
https://www.newcitystage.com/2023/08/30/dance-top-5-september-2023/
https://mailchi.mp/44da4f610807/how-wndr-creates-wonder-truck-crashes-into-andrew-rafacz-gallery-downtown-residents-say-no-to-nascar?e=667ba12124
https://mailchi.mp/80f77809a26b/the-fall-dance-season-kicks-off?e=667ba12124
https://www.newcity.com/2023/06/15/today-in-the-culture-june-15-2023-richard-hunt-gifts-studio-to-krasl-will-county-courthouse-on-national-register-of-historic-places-dolly-parton-books-illinois/
https://mailchi.mp/d106b392cd06/richard-hunt-gifts-studio-to-krasl-will-county-courthouse-on-national-register-of-historic-places-dolly-parton-books-illinois?e=667ba12124
https://www.newcity.com/2023/01/18/today-in-the-culture-january-18-2023-artists-book-house-leaves-mansion-alamo-drafthouse-sets-wrigley-opening-arpino-centennial-celebration/
https://mailchi.mp/9eeb4ae21c59/artists-book-house-leaves-mansion-alamo-drafthouse-sets-wrigley-opening-arpino-centennial-celebration?e=667ba12124
https://www.newcity.com/2022/04/05/today-in-the-culture-april-5-2022-nightingale-cinema-loses-its-home-blair-kamin-and-lee-bey-team-up-gerald-arpino-celebration-set/
http://links.chicago-lsc.mkt6072.com/servlet/MailView?ms=Mjg2NjkxMjkS1&r=NjY0MTUwMzQxODkS1&j=MjU0MTI3MDI5MwS2&mt=1&rt=0
https://www.chicagomag.com/chicago-magazine/september-2023/go-september-agenda-2/
https://digital.modernluxury.com/publication/?m=3610&i=800188&p=46&ver=html5
https://michiganave.mlchicagosocial.com/best-chicago-events-galas-full-list
https://classicchicagomagazine.com/dancers-celebrate-arpino-centennial/
https://classicchicagomagazine.com/classic-chicago-datebook-2023-2/
https://www.dancemagazine.com/gerald-arpino-100th-birthday/
https://pointemagazine.com/gerald-arpino-100th-birthday/
https://mailchi.mp/dancemedia/august-376057?e=dcd30d8663
https://www.balletherald.com/gerald-arpino-chicago-centennial-celebration/
https://danceinternational.org/gerald-arpino-his-time-to-be-celebrated/
https://artsair.art/2023/09/09/gerald-arpino-his-time-to-be-celebrated/
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WFLD-TV/Fox32 
• 9/20 Chicago Centennial feature on Good Day Chicago 

WTTW 
• September Hedy sharing GAF posts on FB frequently 

See Chicago Dance 
• 9/22 Chicago Centennial preview feature and photos 

Rogue Ballerina 
• 9/25 Chicago Centennial commentary and photo 

dancelog.nyc 
• 10/4 Chicago Centennial review and photos 

Block Club Chicago 
• 9/21-22 Chicago Centennial blurb in recommended weekend events 

o Previewed in daily email 9/23, 9/24 
City Cast Chicago  

• 9/22 Chicago Centennial blurb, photo and link in Hey Chicago newsletter 
Chicago Stage and Screen 

• 9/26 Chicago Centennial review and photo 
Third Coast Review 

• 9/27 Chicago Centennial review and photos 
o Previewed in email 9/27 

Picture This Post 
• 1/16–9/24 Chicago Centennial listing and link in Readers Calendar 

Chicago Splash Magazine 
• 8/28 Chicago Centennial release and photos 

Choose Chicago 
• 9/21 Chicago Centennial blurb/link to our listing in recommended events 

Broadway World 
• 7/20 Chicago Centennial updated release and image posted 

o Previewed in Chicago Daily Newsletter 7/21, 7/22 
• 1/13 Chicago Centennial release and photo 

o Previewed in Chicago Daily Newsletter 1/14 (top story), 1/15 (top story), 
1/16, 1/17, 1/18 

 
PRINT ADVERTISING 

• New City Fall Arts 
• Ravinia Program Book 
• Reklama 
• Ethnic news 
• Ukrainian news 

 
ONLINE/DIGITAL ADVERTISING 

• Auditorium E-blasts 
• Organic Social media recognition 
• Email blasts See Chicago Dance, Goodman Theatre, Joffrey Ballet, Chicago Tap Theatre, 

Danceworks Chicago, Harris Theatre 
• Show overview webpage on Auditorium Theatre’s website 

https://www.fox32chicago.com/video/1282608
https://rogueballerina.com/arpino-centennial-celebration/
https://www.dancelog.nyc/so-very-jerry/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2023/09/21/41-things-to-do-in-chicago-this-weekend-randolph-street-market-beverly-art-walk-oktoberfests-and-more/
https://link.citycast.fm/view/63caddf6d751aa0240de08eejitkz.ij2/790ca4db
https://www.chicagostageandscreen.com/post/stellar-centennial-at-the-auditorium
https://thirdcoastreview.com/2023/09/27/stages-review-joffrey-ballet-revered-arpino-centennial/
https://splashmags.com/index.php/2023/08/25/arpino-chicago-centennial-celebration-sept-23-24-at-the-auditorium-theatre/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.choosechicago.com/blog/special-events/things-to-do-in-chicago-this-weekend/
https://www.broadwayworld.com/chicago/article/Arpino-Chicago-Centennial-Celebration-To-Presents-Seven-Ballet-Companies-From-Across-US-This-September-20230720
https://www.broadwayworld.com/chicago/article/The-Gerald-Arpino-Foundation-Announces-The-Chicago-Centennial-Celebration-20230113
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• Outsourced promotional digital ad space and sponsored digital social media campaigns 
• Social media giveaways 

 
COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

• Arpino Chicago Centennial Celebration 3-Sheet 
• Season 3-Sheet 
• Dedicated show flyers distributed to Chicago Highschool for the Arts, Dance Center of 

Columbia College, Extensions Dance Company, Dance Chicago, University of Chicago 
Dance Department 

• Dedicated show posters 
• Flyers given to attendees at Dance for Life 
• TV spots on WGN and WLS 
• Radio spots on WBBM-AM and WFMT 

 
DIRECT MAIL 

• Group Sales Brochure 
• Season Brochure 
• Dedicated show postcard 

 
MISCELLANEOUS                                              

• Arpino Celebration Souvenir Program Book 
• Arpino Celebration Program Trifold 
• Arpino Celebration Digital Program Book 
• Pre-show slides 
• Lobby Standing Banner 

 
CLICK HERE TO VIEW ELECTRONIC ARTWORK FOR THE ARPINO CHICAGO CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/55i3chjxgy3isfhyfvw1z/h?rlkey=nlmz03jlc67mfeclomnf0vgrc&dl=0

